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MORAL INSANITY GF IRRELIGIOUS MEN. 


“ Madness is in their heart.”—Ecct.esiastTEs ix. 3. 


Tue language of the sacred writers is no where more awful, than 
when they describe the character and the condition of ungodly men. 
In the deep emotion which this subject awakens, they reject the ordi- 
nary forms of expression, and resort to the most glowing imagery, to 
give utterance to the fearful thoughts which crowd upon them. 
Agreeably, they represent the wicked as “dead in trespasses and 
sins,’’—“ sowing the wind, and reaping the whirlwind,”—“ treasuring 
up wrath against the day of wrath,”—tossed on a “troubled sea,” 
where raging waves, and hidden rocks, and whirlpools, and darkness 
surround them,—or standing upon giddy and slippery heights, beneath 
which yawns the gulf of perdition. 

But in this accumulation of dreadful metaphors none are more ter- 
ribly significant than the one contained in the text. What spectacle 
can be more appalling than that of madness? Look at the man, in 
whose mind the golden cord, which holds the intellectual powers in 
harmony, has been broken, and left him a maniac. What a wreck 
of all that is lovely and valuable in humanity does he exhibit! To 
the calm control of reason, have succeeded the dominion of passion, 
the empire of fancy, and the anarchy of delirium. The eye, which 
once shone with the clear light of thought, now gleams with unnatu- 
ral fire, or is fixed in the unmeaning gaze of idiocy ; and the countes, 
nance, once beaming with intellect, and radiant with the glow ¢ 
every noble affection, is vacant with stupor, or convulsed with the 
ravings of insanity. What extravagance and recklessness mark his 
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actions! Behold him bartering his dearest interests for a childisli 
toy—laboring to accomplish enterprises in their nature evidently 
unattainable, or using the greatest exertions to effect the most frivo- 
lous purposes—continually mistaking the objects around. him, esteem-. 
ing those valuable which are really trivial, and rejecting as worthless 
those of the highest value—flying from his friends and relatives as. 

emies, and caressing strangers and enemies as friends—rejoicing 
when his situation is most. melancholy, and weeping when he has no 
cause for sorrow—wantonly exposing himself to dangers ; and, per- 
haps, in the frenzy of distraction, leaping from a precipice, or plung- 
ing a dagger into his bosom. Who, without a thrill of horror, can 
witness a scene like this? Yet such is the image which inspiration 
has selected as emblematical of the conduct of impenitent sinners. 
Having surveyed, with a rapid and comprehensive glance, the histo: y 
of those who live “ without God in the world,” it has.sketched the 
portraiture of their character, in few, but fearfully graphic words. 
“Madness is in their heart.”” Surely, none but a:pencil dipped in heaven 
could have flung upon the canvass so vivid and so true a. likeness in 
so brief a compass. 

The sentiment, which the text presents as the subject of discourse, 
as the moral insanity of irreligious men. 

In the illustration of this topic, it is my purpose to. mention some 
of the prominent characteristics of insanity, and to show that the: 
views and conduct of the wicked, with respect to religion, exhibit the 
same melancholy tokens. 

I. It is a mark of insanity to be insensible to the force of evidence. 
A sound mind is open to conviction,—perceives the proofs submitted 
to its examination,—estimates their value,—and regulates its conclu- 
sions according to their clearness and cogency. Wherever, therefore, 
an utter inapprehension of argument and: testimony is discovered, it is 
manifest that there folly has usurped the “ intellectual:throne.” If a 
man, in defiance of his consciousness, should assert that his own exis- 
tence was imaginary ;—that the sun did’ not shine, nor the seasons 
change;—or that the living and real world around him was only a vast 
panorama of magical illusions —the most unreflecting observer would: 
at once pronounce him.insane. But the infidel, who. denounces reli- 
gion as an imposture, betrays an infatuation equally unequivocal. He 
rejects the being and government of God ; denies the future existence 
and accountability of man ; discards, as baseless dreams, the momen-: 
tous facts, sublime precepts, and stupendous disclosures of Revelation ; 
and charges the believer in these doctrines with a blind devotion to 
absurd and incredible dogmas. But notwithstanding the confidence 
with which he avows his skepticism, a slight survey of the grounds 
on which it rests, will demonstrate that he has little claim to the boast 
of sagacity. The truths which he repudiates, are surrounded by a 
body of evidence so decisive as to render them no less certain and 
irresistible than the plainest subject of pure intuition. God'has im-. 
printed his signature upon the broad.expanse of the universe. Earth, 
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with its varied loveliness and fertility—ocean, in the sublimity of its 
storms, and the majesty of its’ repose—and heaven, with the me- 
chanism of its countless worlds,—proclaim his wisdom, power, and 
goodness. The whole creation, from the smallest flower that blushes 
in the valley, to the mightiest globe that wheels through the firma- 
nent, sends up a ceaseless anthem to its Maker and Governor; and 
calls, with every voice of its unnumbered choir, upon revolted, ingrate 
man, to acknowledge and adore his perfections. Superadded to this 
testimony of external nature, God has implanted in the human bosom 
an innate consciousness of his existence and sovereignty—a feeling 
of responsibility to him—and a vivid presentiment of final retribu- 
tion—which endure through every change, unextinguished and inex- 
tinguishable. Darkness cannot conceal, infidelity cannot stifle, the 
constant corresion of sin cannot destroy them. They live in the deep 
fountains of the soul; and there are moments in the history of the 
most hardened unbeliever, when they break, with irrepressible force, 
through all his opposing sophistries. Nor is this ali. With a view 
to illustrate more fully what reason, instructed by his works, and the 
moral sense of his creatures might teach, and to disclose what lies 
beyond their vision, he has given to the world a perfect revelation of 
all that is necessary for the subjects of his government to know during 
their earthly probation. He has unveiled, in the most luminous man- 
ner, his character and will; his relation to men, and his claims to 
their obedience; their entire and universal apostasy from him, and 
exposure to the sentence of his violated law; the provision of infinite 
love for their restoration to his favor by the blood of his Son shed 
upon the cross; the eternal felicity of those who embrace this merci- 
ful overture, and the inevitable perdition of all who neglect it. The 
Volume, in which these affecting disclosures are promulgated, is 
evinced to be of divine authority by an overwhelming accumulation 
of the most conclusive proofs. Its agreement with secular history ; 
its accordance with the physical and spiritual condition of the world ; 
its exact prediction of numerous events ages before their occurrence ; 
its impressive display of unquestionable miracles; the holy lives, 
supernatural gifts, fervid zeal, untiring labors, and voluntary sufferings 
of its writers; the ethereal beauty of its style; the moral elevation 
of its sentiments; the harmony, unearthly purity, and sanctifying 
influence of its doctrines; all conspire to attest its heavenly origin. 
Thus inscribed with the name, and stamped with the seal of God, it 
has passed victorious through every trial of its truth, and eve 

attempt to refute its pretensions. Deathless as the Eternal Spirit 
from whom it emanated—invulnerable as the sacred bush, burning 
but not consumed—it has survived, unharmed, the fires of persecution, 
and the ravages of time. Opposition, in every form, has been arrayed 
against it. Wit and ridicule—perverted learning and misguided 
talent—secret treachery and open malice—dungeons, racks, and 
flames—and every weapon which human ingenuity could devise, or 
the magazines of hell supply—have been combined, in one fell 
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assault, to sweep it from the earth. But, fixed on its immovable 
basis, it has sustained the storm, unshaken as the fast-seated rock that 
hurls back the angry waves. Or if, for a moment, the swelling flood 
has seemed to overflow it, it has arisen from the temporary submer- 
sion in serener majesty, and with more impregnable strength. 

If, then, the witnesses to the truth of religion are so numerous and 
irrefragable, how infatuated is the man who discredits their testimony. 
Such incredulity can proceed only from that madness of the soul 
which the text describes. In unison with this statement, an inspired 
writer declares, that “ in his heart”’—not in the deliberate conviction 
of his understanding—* the fool hath said, There is no God.” And 
how universally is this declaration exemplified in the process by 
which infidels are made. By fat the larger portion of those who 
become such, have scarcely ever read the Bible, and know as little of its 
contents as of the Koran or the Shaster. Delirious with the love of 
sin, and impatient of every check to its indulgence, they reject with- 
out ceremony a book, whose precepts contravene their inclinations, 
and whose sanctions reprobate their profligacy. And even the few 
who have pretended to examine it, have been so strongly biased by 
a latent enmity to its doctrines, as to be utterly incompetent to pass 
upon it an impartial judgment. And when we see the young, the 
ignorant, and the abandoned, thus wilfully turning away from the 
light which beams, with overpowering splendor, from the works and 
the word of God, merely because they hate it, and will not come to it, 
lest, in its all-disclosing. radiance, their “ deeds should be reproved,”’ 
can we doubt the insanity of their hearts? They may exult in their 
unbelief as a proof of their triumph over vulgar prejudice, and 
glory in their freedom from the restraints of conscience and revelation ; 
but to the spiritually instructed mind their conduct appears inde- 
scribably preposterous. It is the madness of the mariner, who, casting 
away his chart and compass, and extinguishing every beacon that 
can guide or warn him, launches his vessel upon a sea wild with 
tempest, and covered with darkness. Nay more, it is the madness of 
the man, who, if he were able, would blot every luminary from the 
sky, and shroud the universe in eternal midnight. 

Il. It is a mark of insanity to be unconcerned while in a state of 
doubt with respect to momentous interests. If a man, who considered 
his temporal circumstances in such a critical posture, that the next 
hour might sink him in the lowest poverty and disgrace, or elevate 
him to the pinnacle of wealth and honor, should make no exertions 
to remove their uncertainty, but recklessly leave them to take their 
course, he would be deemed utterly destitute of common sense and 
prudence. And yet there are multitudes, who, with reference to the 
welfare of their souls, exhibit a similar fatuity. They are not abso- 
lute unbelievers. They confess themselves unable to prove that 
religion is false ; but, at the same time, aver, that they find it equally 
impossible to demonstrate its reality. They waver between infidelity 
and faith; and justify their indecision by asserting that every thing 
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connected with the spiritual world is enveloped in obscurity. That 
their only difficulty, however, lies in the waywardness and obliquity 
of their hearts, is evident from the fact, that while a slight examina- - 
tion would convince them of the truth of the gospel, they refuse to 
investigate its claims, but treat the “ great salvation” with contempt, 
when pressed upon their notice. They acknowledge that the period 
of their earthly sojourn is brief and precarious—that a life, frail as a 
thread of gossamer, is the only barrier between them and heaven, or 
hell, or annihilation—and that death, which threatens them every 
moment, must, in a few years, and may, in a few days, place them, 
unchangeably and forever, in one of these conditions. Their doubts, 
therefore, are upon a subject of most tremendous consequence—a 
subject relating, not to the affairs of their fugitive existence here, but 
to their eternal destiny beyond the grave. From this destiny it is in 
vain for them to turn aside their thoughts, as if they could avert it by 
denying it a place in their imagination. In spite of their heedlessness, 
it advances certainly and speedily; and soon the curtain which con- 
ceals it will be lifted, and disclose to their view an endless state of 
ineffable bliss, of burning agony, or of nothingness. Now, surely, 
in a dubious point of this solemn nature, it might be expected that 
every rational man would endeavor, if possible, to obtain a relief 
from his doubts; and that he could not remain an instant at rest, 
while in suspense about a question of such transcendent importance, 
that, in comparison with it, every sublunary interest dwindles into 
insignificance. Impelled by the stupendous magnitude of the problem 
to be determined, he would concentrate every faculty upon its solution, 
and manifest an all-absorbing solicitude, till he had brought his inqui- 
ries to a satisfactory issue. But, instead of this, the individuals we 
are describing, take no pains to settle their doubts. They appear 
easy and composed with respect to them. They may even avow 
them with levity, and perhaps gratify their pride in professing them, 
as if it were an indication of superior wisdom to be uncertain whether 
their ultimate award shall be a throne of joy, a rack of punishment, 
or a dreamless oblivion. What language can supply a name for such 
inconceivable folly ? Yet, in relation to worldly objects, you see 
them very different men. They use the utmost diligence to secure 
their property. They guard, with anxious care, against the remotest 
contingency of bodily suffering. They fear the smallest inconven- 
iences, see them as they approach, and feel them if they arrive. 
They pass whole days and nights in chagrin and despair at some 
frivolous disappointment in their secular pursuits, or some imaginary 
blemish in their reputation. And still, while they admit the appalling 
possibility that the terrors of perdition hang over them, they continue 
without disquiet or emotion. This wonderful insensibility to concerns 
of the highest moment, and that, too, in minds so keenly alive to the 
meanest trifles, is an astonishing prodigy—a preternatural hallucina- 
tion—an unparalleled and deplorable anomaly—which can be 
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accounted for only by the fact, that “ the heart of the sons of men is 
full of evil, and madness is in their heart.” 

Ill. Insanity is characterized by false perceptions. As the eye, 
clouded by disease, sees the objects presented to it in vague and dis- 
torted attitudes ; so the mind, bereft of reason, mistakes what it per- 
ceives, and gives an unnatural aspect to every thing which it contem- 
plates. The same feature is eminently conspicuous in the views of 
the wicked with respect to religious subjects. They entertain erro- 
neous conceptions of God. Blind to the discoveries of his character 
and the proofs of his ubiquity, which meet them on every side, they 
regard him rather as the unknown sovereign of some distant world, 
whose relation to themselves and whose claims to their services are 
remote and indefinite,—than as the Being in whom they live, by 
whose goodness they are sustained, by whose all-pervading presence 
they are surrounded, whose law they are sacredly bound to obey, and 
at whose bar they must receive their final and irrevocable sentence. 
His dispensations and government appear, to their darkened vision, in 
confused and unreal colors. They consider him as cruel and tyran- 
mil, demanding what they have no power to perform, and he has 
no right to require; or else, as so lenient and flexible in his nature, 
and so indifferent to the conduct of his creatures, that he will never 
inflict upon them the punishment due to their sins. Thus they deem 
the holy and infinite Jehovah “ altogether such an one as themselves.” 
Equally absurd are their views of Christ. The adorable Redeemer, 
in whom every divine perfection is embodied, whose beauty is the 
light and the bliss of heaven, and whose smile fills with inexpressible 
rapture the bosom of the highest angel,—possesses, in their jaundiced 
eyes, no excellence to excite their admiration, and no charms to 
attract their love. His cross, around which, as their common centre, 
all the glories of the Godhead cluster, has for them no interest. They 
look upon his gospel as replete with severe restrictions, painful sa- 
crifices, and repulsive duties—revile its disciples as the votaries of a 
gloomy fanaticism—and scorn the heavenly graces it inculcates and 
produces, as the offspring of bigoted ignorance, or designing hypo- 
crisy. Nor is the estimate which they form of their own condition and 
prospects, less unfounded and extravagant. Like the maniac, who, 
in the vagaries of his distempered fancy, imagines his cell a palace, 
his rags a royal robe, his crutch a sceptre, and himself a king, they 
cherish the fatal delusion, that they are pure in the sight of God, 
invested with a titlé to his favor, and traveling to the mansions of his 
love, while they are deeply stained with the guilt of unforgiven sin, 
and hurrying, with ever-quickening speed, to the consummation of 
their doom in the lake of fire. Now, when we see men, in other res- 
pects clear sighted and sagacious,—gifted, it may be, with a keenness 
and accuracy of perception, that enable them to penetrate, at a glance, 
the most difficult questions in secular affairs ;—thus losing, whenever 
their attention is directed to religion,all their wonted acuteness, commit- 
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ting the most egregious mistakes, confounding the most dissimilar 
things, and betraying an utter want of discrimination and judgment ;--it 
is impossible to resist the conclusion, that some great moral derange- 
ment has impaired their understanding, and blunted the visual faculty 
of the soul. 

IV. It is a mark of insanity to waste noble powers upon trivial 
objects. The man whose intellect is disordered, does not distinguish 
between things which are important, and those that are frivolous ; 
and, consequently, employs himself as readily upon the latter as upon 
the former. Thus Shakspeare describes the frantic Lear as gathering 
straws with the hand that had wielded a sceptre, and devoting to the 
follies of driveling idiocy a mind which once gave laws to a kingdom. 
And, in like manner, the sacred historian inform us, that the monarch 
of Babylon, when smitten with mental aberration, abandoned the 
occupations and abodes of men, and betook himself to the pursuits 
and the companionship of irrational animals. But however painful 
it may be to witness such a debasement of the human faculties, it is 
far more so to contemplate that to which depravity has subjected 
them: because the one, being involuntary, may exist without crime, 
and “is limited in its effects to the present life; while the other is 
wholly the result of a guilty choice, and in its consequences takes 
hold on eternity. Men are formed with capacities which render 
them susceptible of the knowledge and love of God, of increasing 
conformity to his will and devotion to his service,—till, being prepared, 
by the atoning and purifying grace of the Redeemer, “ for the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light,’ they enter upon that infinite course of 
intellectual and moral improvement, in which the glorified spirit, 
freed from the encumbrance of flesh, and the blinding influence of 
sin, shall learn more and more of its adorable Creator, exhibit an 
ever-growing resemblance to his character, and rise, through all the 
ages of its immortal career, to a higher and yet higher elevation in 
wisdom, holiness, and felicity. But these vast capacities—-so legibly 
inscribed with the benign intention of their author---so expressive of 
the original dignity of man—-and so pregnant with bliss or wo to 
their possessor---the unconverted thoughtlessly neglect, or wantonly 
squander. Look abroad through society, and see, in what innumera- 
ble instances, the powers and facilities, which God has conferred on 
men to enable them to obey his Gospel, promote his glory, and work 
out their own salvation, are lavished on the paltry objects of this 
sordid world. Behold the votaries of wealth, in their struggles for the 
gold that eludes their grasp, or, when obtained, cankers and corrodes 
their bosoms, displaying an ardor, and diligence, and carefulness, 
which, if devoted to the attainment of the “true riches,” — give 
them a title to that “treasure in heaven,” which no rust can soil, and no 
accident destroy. Observe with what a concentration of their ener- 
gies the devotees of ambition toil for the fame which a breath creates, 
and a breath may extinguish---evincing a prudence and forecast, a 
contempt of difficulties, and a singleness of purpose, worthy of a 
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nobler aim; and which, employed upon the concerns of the soul, 
would raise them to the glory and immortality of the sons of .God. 
Survey, too, the crowds of giddy triflers that flutter in the train of 
fashion, or congregate at the shrine of gayety. See them expending 
upon the decoration of their persons, or in the pursuit of empty 
amusements, pains and labor, which, if directed to a religious end, 
might clothe their guilty spirits in the spotless robe of a Savior’s 
righteousness, and fit them for that “ presence in which there is fulness 
of joy,” and for that “ right hand where there are pleasures forever- 
more.” These are only a few among the almost numberless examples 
of perverted talents and wasted opportunities, with which the history 
of an apostate world abounds. And what pious and contemplative 
observer, when he views such examples, and sees the heirs of eternity 
degrading their lofty faculties from the glorious purposes for which 
they were given, to the vile service of vanity and sin, is not filled with 
amazement at their infatuation? Can they be intelligent and rational 
beings, who thus cherish the body, but neglect the soul---court the 
approbation of men, but disregard that of God—and drink at the 
streams of pollution, while they shun the pure fountains of life and 
joy? Are they endowed with minds designed for everlasting growth 
and expansion, and able to soar, with a strong and unfaltering wing, 
upward to their Eternal Source, and vie with angels in their flight ? 
How mournful, then, is that madness of the soul, which palsies such 
ethereal powers, and chains to the dust a creature capable of such an 
exalted destiny ! 

V. Insanity betrays itself by an indifference to happiness. Every 
sane man is prompted by the instinctive principle of self-love, to 
desire his own welfare. If, therefore, you saw an individual, in 
opposition to this impulse of his nature, careless alike whether he 
enjoyed or suffered, resisting every attempt to improve his circum- 
stances; and rejecting as worthless the richest blessings, you would 
justly consider him deprived of his senses. A similar, though far 
more fatal want of reason, is visible in the apathy of impenitent sin- 
ners with respect to their eternal happiness. The bodies, which they 
here inhabit, must soon be laid in the grave; but their undying 
spirits, with all their mighty and ever-inereasing susceptibilities of 
joy and of sorrow, will survive the stroke of death, and be ushered 
into the unchanging realities of heaven or hell. While unregenerate, 
they are at war with their Maker, and condemned by his righteous 
law to endless punishment. But to reclaim them from this guilty 
and perilous state, God has shed the blood of his own Son as an 
expiation for their sins, and, on the terms of repentance and faith in 
the Mediator, offers them full and free forgiveness, the consolations 
of his grace on earth, and interminable bliss in his kingdom above. 
This overture of matchless compassion is urged upon their acceptance 
by the most impressive motives. In language of melting kindness 
their heavenly Father addresses them—points them to the sun-bright 
summit, where angelic thrones await their arrival—proffers rey 8 
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own wisdom to guide, and his own power to strengthen ther in the 
arduous ascent—bears long and patiently with their grievous provo- 
cations—holds back the uplifted thunder, and cries, “ How shall I 
give them up? How shall I make them as Admah? How shall I 
set them as Zeboim? My heart is turned within me, my repentings 
are- kindled together.” With a persuasion equally subduing the 
Savior pleads with them. He presents his Godlike form scarred 
with the scourge and the cross. He displays to their view the crowns 
of life and the seats of Paradise which he has made accessible to 
mortals; and entreats them, with all the eloquence of his boundless 
love, not to reject the inestimable benefits purchased for them by his 
dying agonies. The Spirit, too, speaking in the voice of providence, 
the whispers of conscience, and the messages of holy truth, calls upon 
them to come to the “ waters” of salvation; while the Bride, the 
regenerated church of Christ, repeats the call, and prolongs it in her 
efforts and prayers. Thus are the wicked pressed on every side to 
turn and live, by incentives and solicitations that might move a heart 
of adamant. But amid these multiplied and cogent appeals, they 
remain unaffected, despise the joy that is “ full of glory,” and trample 
on the priceless boon of divine beneficence. And why? Is it that 
they are already sufficiently happy? Be it so, that basking in the 
sunshine of prosperity, rioting in affluence, and cheered by the flatte- 
ries of a delusive world, they live at ease in their possessions. _Is this 
happiness? Can it satisfy the yearnings of their immortal nature ? 
Can it secure them from outward calamity, or inward disquietude ? 
Will it support them when the touch of the Almighty withers their 
hopes ; or soothe the anguish and allay the terrors of their dying hour? 
No; the earthly enjoyments of irreligious men are not happiness. 
Their cup of pleasure is mingled with gall. The chaplet of honor 
on their brows is interwoven with thorns. Their highest worldly 
advantages are only a source of splendid misery. There is, there can 
be, no peace to the wicked. Wherever they turn, a dreadful sound 
is in their ears. Amid the din of business, the slumber of carelessness, 
the song of mirth, and the whirl of dissipation, they hear a voice of 
warning, and see a hand writing their doom, in characters fearful as 
those which were traced by the finger of God on the wall of Belshaz- 
zar’s palace. Why, then, do they neglect the blessings of the gos- 
pel? Is it that they have no power to obtain them? Are they 
compelled to behold them from afar, as we gaze upon those remote 
stars which, however they may be the bright abodes of other beings, 
can never be ours? No. Christ has brought these blessings within 
their reach. They have only to believe in him, and heaven is theirs. 
And yet, though salvation is thus easy, and though they are wretched 
without it, they will not come to the Redeemer, that they may have 
life. Do they say that they intend to apply to him at a more conven- 
ient season? But are they certain of living till that season arrives? 
Who has given them a guaranty, that the pulse, which now beats 
strong within them, will not to-morrow be still in death, the color of 








978 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


their chtek exchanged for a mortal paleness, and their bodies attired 
for the sepulchre? Or, if this should not be the case, what assurance 
have they that the period of their probation will ‘not then be closed ? 
Even at the moment when they are.resolving to presume yet longer 
upon the divine forbearance, and to suspend their eternal felicity on 
the issue of that presumption, their insulted God may give them up 
to their own hearts’ lust, and swear in his wrath that they shall not 
see his rest. Where, then, can we find a parallel to the infatuation 
of sinners, while they thus trifle with the welfare of their souls? 
There was a profane Esau who sold his birthright for a morsel of 
meat, and a heathen Lysimaehus who renounced his kingdom for a 
draught of water. But their folly was wisdom compared with that 
of those who barter the bliss of immortality for the gratifications of 
sense. 

VI. Insanity is evinced by a recklessness of danger. If yousaw a 
man standing on a volcano, and manifesting no alarm, while the 
restless heavings of its imprisoned fires gave indubitable presage of 
an eruption at hand, you would, without hesitation, conclude that he 
was insane. But incomparably more amazing is the indifference of 
the unconverted to the far greater = by which they are encom- 
passed. He, whose declarations will infallibly be fulfilled, has said, 
that “the wicked shall be turned into hell”—that “ they, who obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction”—that “he that believeth not, is condemned 
already, and the wrath of God abideth on him.” By these circum- 
stances of imminent jeopardy all the impenitent are surrounded. 
Above them hangs the bolt of vengeance suspended by a single hair. 
Behind them a life stained with sin follows them to the judgment. 
Before them blazes the sword of inexorable justice. Beneath them . 
rolls the blackness of darkness. And yet, in this appalling condition, 
they dream of safety, and walk undismayed on the brink of wo. 
With terrific rapidity, they float down the stream of sin towards the 
gulf of despair. But though the current, as they advance, grows 
deeper and stronger; though the roar of “the troubled lake,” in 
which it terminates, becomes, every moment, nearer and louder ; 
though Infinite Love calls upon them to return while yet they may, 
reminds them of the millions who have perished on that river of 
death, and discloses to their view the abyss at its end;—still they 
pursue their fatal yoyage, and glide merrily along the treacherous 
waters that are fast sweeping them away to perdition. What illus- 
tration can be found for insanity like this? Behold on the top of 
that burning building, an individual surveying, with careless uncon- 
cern, the progress of the flames, making no effort to escape from his 
hazardous position, and even repelling’the exertions and ridiculing 
the anxieties of the friends who are endeavoring to save him. What 
madness! you exclaim. Yes—but far more dreadful is his madness 
who is thoughtless and at ease, while liable, every hour, to plunge, 
body and soul, into the fire that shall never be quenched. See that 
ship tossing in the storm. The wind howls and the sea boils around 
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her. Her strained masts “ quiver as a reed,” her sails are torn and 
shivered, and with the abandonment of a doomed spirit, she drives 
upon the foaming breakers. But hark! from her deck there comes a 
sound of revelry. Her intoxicated crew are carousing in the very 
jaws of destruction. And yet, infatuated as their conduct is, it is 
immeasurably more rational than that of the sinner who sports and 
trifles in a situation so solemnly critical, that, perhaps, the next 
instant may wreck his immortal hopes on the rocks of ruin. 

VII. The last mark of insanity, which I shall mention, is self- 
murder.—The instances are not rare, in which men, in a paroxysm of 
delirium, have violently terminated their own lives. Equally despe- 
rate is the course which the wicked pursue. They, too, destroy them- 
selves, and become the voluntary and efficient instruments of their 
own damnation. They, might be saved if they would, even though 
the sentence of their condemnation is already passed, and the war- 
rant for its execution written and sealed. For Christ has died to 
procure their pardon, and nothing but their own refusal can defeat 
his gracious mediation. But they will not be pardoned. The 
choose death rather than life, and, with suicidal hand, thrust from 
them the charter of forgiveness. So strongly, indeed, are they bent 
upon ruin, that, in effecting it, they surmount innumerable obsta- 
cles, and overcome the mostpowerful resistance. They employ every 
artifice to avoid conviction, to stifle serious feeling, and to counteract 
the agencies exerted for their conversion. They spurn the counsels 
of age, and the dictates of experience ; scoff at the admonitions of 
the Bible, the lessons of the sanctuary, and the entreaties of pious 
friendship ; press onward in their career against all the barriers of a 
Savior’s love, and all the strivings of his Spirit; and rending away 
every cord which God has, in mercy, thrown around his wandering 
creatures, to draw them back to himself—leap wilfully into the open 
pit. Their destruction, is, therefore, wholly self-induced. The 
perish as wantonly as the man who plunges a knife into his 
bosom. . They are as really the authors of their own doom, as if the 
soul within them were a pearl, and they should cast it into mid- 
ocean; or as if it were a combustible world, and they with a 
torch should set it on fire. And when we see all this—when in the 
light of inspired truth we behold the earth thus filled with moral sui- 
cides, who despise the patience, and tantalize the compassion, and 
dare the vengeance of the Eternal —we cannot, without the utmost 
violence to reason, avoid the conclusion, that impenitent sinners are 
spiritually mad. 

Having thus enumerated some of the principal tokens of insanity, 
and shown that they all exist, with mournful prominence, in the 
character of irreligious men, the subject will now be closed with three 
brief reflections. 

1. How great is the depravity of the human heart. On every side 
we see immortal beings reasoning and acting like the merest idiots, 
disbelieving the clearest truths, heedless of their highest good, un- 
appalled by the most awful and threatening evils. If, however, this 











280 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


conduct were the result of any derangement of their natural powers, 
sad and disastrous as it is, it would not be criminal. But the distem- 
per which produces these effects, is seated, not in the intellect, but in 
the affections, and springs, not from necessity, but from choice. That 
this is true, is evident from the fact, that they manifest no want of sa- 
gacity in relation to objects with which their inclinations accord. It 
is with reference to religion alone that all their wisdom is seen to 
forsake them. Their imbecility upon this subject, therefore, emanates 
entirely from the voluntary sinfulness of their hearts. It is this which 
has darkened their understandings, distorted their perceptions, robbed 
them of their celestial birthright, and rendered them the abject slaves 
of unhallowed passions. It is this, in short, which has transformed a 
world, originally the scene of order and beauty, into a moral bedlam, 
dug deep the pit of hell, and peopled it with millions of undone im- 
mortals. Well, then, may inspiration declare, as it does, that “ the 
heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their 
heart.” 

2. The final condition of those who die impenitent, will be unut- 
terably dreadful. So great, even in this world, is the power of sin, 
that it has converted the earth into an arena of violence, where hatred 
and revenge, oppression and cruelty make happiness an alien; where 
justice bleeds at every pore, and virtue weeps over her fallen altars. 
Yet here numerous causes conspire to soften its virulence, and obstruct 
its operation. The social affections, which still bloom in the waste 
of our degenerate nature, like lonely flowers upon a mouldering ruin 
—the force of public opinion—the intercourse and example of the 
pious—and, above all, the counteracting principles of the gospel— 
continually exert upon it a repressing and modifying influence. But 
in the abodes of endless punishment all these restraints will be re- 
moved. There the corruption of ungodly men will have free scope ; 
and their passions, which are now comparatively in their infancy, 
will start up into giant strength, and rage uncontrolled. How terri- 
ble, then, must be their state, when they shall be thus abandoned to 
the unbridled workings of their own depravity! Suppose a company 
of maniacs, separated from all communion with the sane and rational, 
confined together in a gloomy cell, and left to the raving impulses of 
delirium,—and you have but a feeble emblem of the bitter execra- 
tions, the wild uproar, the raging madness, which will fill the prison 
of despair, when the wicked, of all ages, and from all quarters of the 
world, shall be shut up in its bottomless dungeons ; and when—shorn 
of every amiable quality that adorn~| them here, exiled from hope, 
pursued by the furies of remorse, and tortured into phrensy by the 
view of the far off heaven which they have lost forever—they shall 
curse themselves and each other, and lift up their eyes, and blaspheme 
their Maker because of their plagues! From a spectacle so replete 
with horror, who of us must not turn shuddering away, and fervently 
implore Almighty God to prevent us, by his grace, from realizing it 
in our own experience ? 


3. How unspeakably precious, viewed in the light of this subject, 
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does the Savior appear. He alone can heal the insanity of sin, and 
quench the incipient hell which it has kindled within us. And this 
he is not only able but willing, to do for all who truly apply 
to him. It is his own declaration, “ O, Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself; but in me is thy help.” It is his own invitation, “ Look 
unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved.” It is his own 
promise, “ He that believeth in me shall never perish.” As he 
calmed, with a word, the fury of the demoniac among the tombs, and 
placed him at his feet, “ clothed, and in his right mind ;” so he re- 
moves the moral madness of those who seek him by faith, washes 
them in his blood, and prepares them, by his Spirit, for heaven. To 
him, therefore, I would most earnestly invite you. Repair, without 
delay, to the fountain which he has opened, and bathe your distem- 
pered hearts in its healing waters. Hasten, this very hour, to the 
great Physician, lest, while you linger, the malady now preying upon 
your souls, reach that incurable malignity, which is the sure precur- 
sor of the second death. Will you, can you, feel secure in a situation 
so perilous? Can you sit still, and hope that all will be well, and 
cry, “ Yet a little more sleep, a little more slumber,” while the lep- 
rosy of sin is raging through all your faculties, and the angel of mer- 
cy—long grieved and resisted—stands ready to take his returnless 
flight, and leave you to incorrigible impenitence? Shall God com- 
mand and intreat you in vain? Shall the Redeemer stoop from 
heaven, and die for your salvation—and yet will you spurn his 
grace, and trample on his bleeding love? O, be persuaded to re- 
nounce, at once, this desperate and unnatural conduct. Seek the 
Lord while he may be found—call upon him while he is near. _ List- 
en to the voice of infinite compassion, cast yourselves, in penitent sub- 
mission, at the feet of the omnipotent Savior—and he will renew 
your polluted natures, forgive your aggravated offences, and deliver 
you from the utter ruin, in which your present course must inevitably 
terminate. 

Followers of the crucified Jesus! Professed disciples of him who 
poured out his blood to cure the madness of rebellious men! Is it 
from such a doom as we have described that his grace has rescued 
you? What gratitude, then, to the Author of your redemption should 
you feel and exhibit! What intense devotedness—what holy spir- 
ituality—what estrangement from the world and its follies—should 
pervade and influence all your actions! How should your views, 
your affections, your purposes, and your whole lives, prove, that you 
are illumined by celestial light, and guided by heavenly wisdom. 
What deep and active solicitude, too, should you cherish for the con- 
version of the impenitent around you. The sight of a world “lying in 
wickedness,” and rushing to perdition, led the Son of God to ex- 
change a throne for a cross, and drew tears from his eyes, and blood 
from his heart. And if you have aught of his Spirit, you will follow 
with your efforts and prayers the perishing multitudes of your fellow 
men, till they either find refuge in Christ, or sink, beyond reach 
of hope, into an undone eternity. 











SERMON CCCXIV.. 





By Rev. EDWIN HALL, 
OF NORWALK, CON. 





THE MANNER OF WORSHIPING GOD. 


“ Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready ts’ 
hear than to give the sacrifice of fools ; for they consider not that they do evil. 
Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine Lone be hasty to utter anything 
before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth; therefore let thy 
words be few.”—Ecctestastes v. 1, 2. 


TuesE words concern the manner of worshiping God. I shall, 

I. Mention some reasons why we should be exceedingly cautious 
and watchful over ourselves while engaged in the worship of God : 
and 

II. Make some particular remarks relating to the manner of wor- 
ship. 

L Reasons, §c. | When the Lord descended upon Sinai, and the 
whole mountain was filled with a cloud and thunderings and light- 
ning, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud—* the trump of 
God,” probably, that which shall waken the dead, and call the world 
to judgment ; the people trembled and removed and stood afar off ; and 
said to Moses, “ Speak thou with us, but let not God speak with us, 
lest we die.” 

We come into the presence of the same God. We are not indeed 
come to the mount that burned with fire; we are come unto mount 
Sion. But the Lord.God is still a jealous God; he hath not abated 
aught of his majesty or his holiness. “ The Lord is in his holy tem-- 
ple, let all the earth keep silence before him.” Were the angels to 
come into the sanctuary, their eyes would behold the King ; they 
would veil their faces and ery, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts.” The Lord is here ; hating irreverence and presumption 
as much as when he commanded Moses to go down to’ charge the 
people not to come near the mount, or break through to touch it, lest 
they die. Christ hath opened for us a new and living way within 
the veil, to the very mercy seat; but we should remember that it is 
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the holy of holies still. The Lord is still a holy and jealous God. 
He seeketh such to worship him as worship in spirit and in truth. “He 
searches the heart ; he trieth the reins. “ The Lord is a great God, 
and a King above all gods.” “The Lord your God, is God of gods, 
and Lord of lords; a great God, a mighty and terrible, which re-. 
gardeth not persons nor taketh reward.” “The great, the mighty 
God, the Lord of Host is his name.” An earthly king will be served 
in state. Shall we come to worship, and to petition the living God in 
matters for which he is angry ; for which he has sentenced the world 
to death ; for which he will cause the very earth which has been de- 
filed by our wickedness, to be burned up ; shall we, worms of the 
dust, and ready to perish under his frown, come into his presence, and 
come thoughtless and irreverent, as though we believed the Lord no 
God, or as though we were approaching a dumb idol? Shall we 
come rudely before him, with vapid and empty words; indulge in 
slovenly attitudes, and remain in a slovenly frame of mind; while 
engaged in a work which would fill the highest angels with awe ? 
“ Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” “God is 
greatly to be feared, in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about him.” “I will be sanctified in 
them that come nigh unto me,” saith the Lord. How dangerous it 
was to Uzzah to put forth an irreverent hand to the ark, otherwise 
than God had commanded. Remember how Nadab and Abihu, the 
sons of Aaron, offered strange fire before the Lord, which he com- 
manded them not. ‘ And there went out fire from the Lord, and de- 
voured them ; and they died before the Lord.” The day of such mir- 
aculous interpositions is past ; but these are left on record to teach the , 
world forever, how solemn and reverent it becomes those to be, who 
appear before the Lord. It should be remembered, too, that we are 
not holy beings, who come, like the angels, to render homage to their 
Creator, who takes pleasure inthem. Even they veil their faces when 
they come into his presence. But we are sinners, altogether unclean. 
It does not become us to be bold, and to offer the sacrifice of fools. 1t 
does not become us to be rash with our mouth, or to let our heart be 
hasty to utter any thing before God. We have another errand before 
his throne than that of the angels. We are to be reconciled to an offen- 
ded God, and to be cleansed from our iniquities, or we are soon to 
perish from the way ; then how solemn should we be, when we come 
into the presence of the Lord! Think not, when you come into the 
sancturary with scarcely a thought of God ; think not, while you take 
an apparent part in the worship of God, but with no design of wor- 
shiping in spirit and in truth ; think not, while your thoughts are 
on your business, or meditating sin, or roving with the fool’s eyes to 
the end of the earth, that the Lord is as indifferent and as thoughtless 
of your conduct as yourself. He searches your heart. He is proving 
ou. Not the least part of your probation is going on; you think 
ittle of it; but not so the Lord. He regards that insensibility 
to truth and duty ; he takes notice of that irreverence toward God ; 
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that want of fear ; that want of faith. He marks the insult. He 
marks the awful profaning of things sacred. You tread upon holy 
ground ; you stand in an awful place. If you felt it aright, you 
would say with Jacob, “ Behold, God 1s in this place, and I 
knew it not. How awful is this place; this is none other than the 
house of God ; this is the gate of heaven.” Whether you feel it or 
not, the Lord regards it. Scarcely can you have a more solemn ac- 
count to render concerning any part of your life, than that which you 
must render concerning the manner in which you have attended on 
the worship of God. 

Il. Particular remarks concerning the manner of worship. Here 
I remark, 

Ist. We should make our attendance upon the house of God a 
matter of principle. It would be a good thing to worship God, and to 
give thanks ; and praise would be comely, were it not required. But 
God requires solemn and public worship of all men. He is jealous for 
his honor. He will be reverenced : he will be obeyed : and more than 
this, he will be worshiped. Doubtless public worship is necessary 
for maintaining a suitable regard for God among men ; and necessa- 

also, for keeping alive among men upon the earth, a knowledge of 

e great truths of religion ; and for impressing these truths upon their 
consciences and their hearts. It is beneficence in the great Creator, 
not less than jealousy for his own honor, that has required of all men 
solemn worship, and that they set apart one day in each seven as sa- 
credly devoted to that worship of God, and to the care of their souls. 
People greatly err, when they think it is left at their option, 
whether to go up tothe house of God and join in public worship or not. 
Many seem to consider it a matter left entirely to their caprice, where 
to attend ; how often to attend; or whether they attend on public 
worship at all. It is true, that man may not dictate to their conscien- 
ces in this matter ; but God has required solemn and stated worship ; 
and while God allows not one man to meddle with the conscience of 
another, he will vindicate his own right to be Lord of the conscience ; 
and he will hold every man to answer concerning the matter of at- 
tendance upon public worship, at his bar of final judgment. It is not, 
therefore, a matter left to any man’s caprice, whether he attend pub- 
lic worship at all. He sins if he neglects it ; he wrongs his God; he 
wrongs his own soul. The eye of God is upon him as he contemns 
the sanctuary of the Lord. It is not left to his caprice, how often he 
attends ; his attendance must be regular, or he sins and wrongs his 
God and his own soul. The providence of God that diseriables him, 
excuses his attendance ; but he has no right ta disenable himself by 
previously exhausting his body or his mind. He is not at liberty to 
give way to an inconvenience, which would not hinder him from at- 
tending to his ordinary important business. If he indulges his sloth- 
fulness or his caprice, he sms. He contemns the authority of God, 
and contemns his institutions and his worship ; besides fostering his 
own depravity, cutting himself off from the divine blessing, and treas- 
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uring up for himself the divine vengeance. People who attend only 
once in a while, or only half a day, would do well to think of this. Is 
it piety, or is it wickedness, that gives rise to the practice ? Is it de~ 
votion, or is it *caprice and contempt of God ? 

It is not left to a man’s caprice where he shall attend. Many roam 
about from one place to another, consulting now their fancy, now 
their caprice ; now desiring to relieve the tedium of attending public 
worship by variety, and now changing the place of attendance, to 
avenge some petty personal grievance. This is all wrong. Noman 
may judge for another where he shall attend, except where God has 
put children and minors in the charge of others. 

But if no man may dictate to another, every man is bound to de- 
cide for himself, and on principle. He may not, without guilt and 
danger to his soul, consult his fancy or caprice. His inquiry should 
be: Where is God worshiped according to his word? Where is the 
gospel held and proclaimed in its purity? Where can I worship 

xod according to his word and my own conscience ; where will it be 

be the pleasure of God, and to the profit of my soul, that I give my 
attendance? There he should fix, there he should remain. No ca- 
price, no trivial grievances, no inferior considerations, such as popu- 
larity, fashion, exemption from burdens, should eyer be allow- 
ed to come in to weigh upon the question, Where shall I worship 
God? Let God and conscience be consulted, and these alone. Let 
the question be settled on principle, and let principle keep it settled. 
A man is very likely to make shipwreck of his soul who begins by 
sacrificing principle here to his passion, to his pride, to his avarice, or 
to his whim. 

The first point, then, concerning the manner of worshiping God, 
is to make that worship a matter of principle. Indulge fancy, exer- 
cise caprice in other matters if you will; but let nothing less than 
your soundest judgment, and the most unwavering principle, have 
any thing to do in these great concerns withGod. Here, if any 
where, a man should be thoughtful. Here, if any where, he should 
be sober minded and discreet. Here, if ‘any where, he should act 
wisely and in the fear of God. 

The 2nd remark which I have to make on the manner of worshiping 
God, is that we should do it with preparation. Time should be taken 
to compose the mind ; to call in the thoughts ; to reflect upon the en- 
gagement upon which we are to enter, so as to be suitably impressed 
with the awful solemnity of coming into the immediate presence of 
God. If we go into the house of God reeking from the world, neither 
our hearts nor our thoughts will probably be withdrawn from the world 
while we should be engaged in worship. Let us say to our- 
selves, Now we are about to approach the King. Let the loins of 
our mind be girt up. Let all vain thoughts, and all vain cares be put 
eway. Let us stir up our hearts, that we may render an acceptable 
offering to him who looks upon the heart,tand seeketh such to wor- 


ship him, as worship in spirit and truth. Let us reflect how import- 
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ant is our errand to the mercy seat ; of what import, grace, forgive- 
ness and salvation are to us. Let us remember how often our vain 
hearts have Jeft us to an unprofitable service in the sanctuary. Let 
us pray ; let usread some portion of the word of God,’and meditate in 
secret, till we are prepared to appear before God with solemnity and 
with holy fear. Why should we rush into the presence of God, as 
the horse rusheth into the battle? Do we so lightly regard the pres- 
ence of the Lord? Is it so light a matter in our eyes, to appear be- 
fore the King ? Is our errand so light, that it should lie with no more 
weight upon our minds? Is this our dread of hypocrisy ? Is this 
our fear of provoking the Lord to jealousy, and of hardening our 
own hearts, by attending listlessly upon the solemn worship of God ? 
How solemn would our assemblies be, if every heart were collec- 
ted and deeply fixed on God! How impressive would be our songs 
of praise! How powerful would be the word of God! How ready 
would the great God be to come down to meet and bless a people 
whose hearts were all prepared to seek the Lord! This would indeed 
be to us the house of God, and the gate of heaven! But what is 
the actual preparation with which we appear in this house? How 
many come with a set design to worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness? How many come with a holy jealousy over their own 
hearts? How many come—having charged their souls to be solemn 
and devout; and anzious lest they displease the Lord, or fail to 
secure some blessing from their attendance on the sanctuary this day ? 
How many come from their closets? How many have madea single 
petition this morning, for grace to worship God in the sanctuary 
acceptably, with reverence and Godly fear? If you go away 
with the full design accomplished which you had in your thoughts 
before you came to the house of God; if you go away with 
the full blessing which your soul desired, and for which you 
asked the Lord before you came; what will you carry away with 
you when you leave the house of God? Wonder not if your sabbaths 
are profitless, and if the gospel be hid from you as it is hid from lost 
souls, if your attendance in the house of God is so light a matter 
as to lie with no weight upon your mind, and to draw from you no 
preparation beforehand, to meet the Lord. 

3dly. We come now to the manner of worship. Are we ever engaged 
in a work so solemn and awful as when we are attending to the 
worship of God in his holy house? How careful should we be to 
“keep our foot!” How ro over our hearts! How careful to make 
it worship which can be accepted of him who searches the heart! 
What an alteration would it make in our worship, if every psalm 
were sung with the spirit and with the understanding !_ But how often 
do those who sing, feel more concerned to perform well to the ears of 
man, than to appear sincere and devout in the sight of God? 
How large a portion of those whose voices do not join the song, do 
not join it with their hearts! They are thinking how they are enter- 
tained with the performance ; they are listless, perhaps gazing about 
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with their thoughts on other things. As the Lord looks down from 
heaven, how many hearts does he behold devoutly lifted up to him, 
with feelings corresponding with the sentiments of the song? This 
ought not so to be. God is mocked, not worshiped, by such service as 
this. In our prayers we abound in confessions of sin; but the Lord 
sees how many hearts are making confession with due contrition. 
We praise and honor our Creator and our God: but the Lord knows 
how many hearts are lifted up in these praises. The Lord knows how 
many keep their thoughts and lift up their hearts in the petitions 
which are repeated in the form of prayer. Let any one watch himself, 
and see how large a portion of the public prayer he follows, and 
makes his own. Let him reflect, how his thoughts have been custom- 
arily engaged ; or how much of the time they have been vacant ; and 
he is a happy man, who shall not be compelled to feel, to his grief 
and shame, that no small portion of his share in public worship, has 
been irreverence, mockery, and lies. “This people draweth nigh to 
me with their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips, but their heartis 
far from me.” Alas that this reproach did not belong so universally to 
our fallen race. There is great danger that the preaching and hear- 
ing of the word be entirely perverted from the great end for which it 
was ordained. Wo to us if we make it a matter of entertainment; to 
be performed and to be received as an intellectual display. How 
careful should we be to see to it that the preaching of the word is, to 
set forth the sincere milk of the word, the pure and the simple 
explaining and applying of the Lord’s truth, for doctrine, for correc- 
tion, for reproof, for instruction in righteousness, that God may be 
reverenced and souls saved! How careful should preacher and 
hearer be to profit by that word! It might then make us wise unto 
salvation. 

We ought to reflect, that a slovenly or listless manner of attending 
divine worship, is highly provoking to God. It sears our own con- 
sciences, it hardens our hearts. We are far gone in the road to ruin 
when we can handle sacred things so profanely. The displeasure of 
God adds to the misery of a hardened heart and a seared conscience. 
Possibly if we knew the truth, we might find that this mockery of 
God under the form of worship is not a small one among the reasons 
why the Spirit of God has been so much withdrawn from us. “ For 
this cause,” said an apostle, concerning an irreverent manner of cele- 
brating a divine ordinance, “for this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep.” Can it be a matter of wonder 
if many, by gradually declining into a careless manner of worshiping 
God, should become weak and sickly as Christians, and sleep as though 
they were in the slumbers of death? Read the 1st chapter of Isaiah, 
to see how the Lord regards a sinful people who mock him with 
hypocritical worship. “ Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is an 
abomination to me; the new moons, and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meet- 
ing.” There are many things esteemed little things, which never- 
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theless are an index to to the state of the heart. A late arm: gt 
when it is caused by our negligence, and not by the providence of 
God ; an irreverent posture in prayer ; a lightness of demeanor; allow- 
ing one’s self to spend a part of the brief time allotted to the worship 
of God, in the indulgence of sleep; these things may all be important, 
as indicating no great reverence for God, no great delight in worship, 
and a general indifference to the awful truths of religion. These things 
go far to show that the soul is without faith, and without the fear 
of God. 

I feel it to be a matter of congratulation that, in this house of God, 
public worship is so seldom profaned by the light conduct of our 
youth. And yet I would that some few of the children, were not some- 
times so thoughtless and irreverent as to indulge in whisperings, 
which ought never to be heard during the worship of God. Once for 
all let the children remember it; this ought never to be in the house 
of God. Let every thing here be solemn. Let no other engagement 
or thought intrude while we are in the presence of the Lord as wor- 
shipers. 

F inally. As it will not do for us to neglect the worship of God, 
and as all hypocrisy is abomination in his sight, it will be well for us 


to inquire how we can properly worship God without true religion. 
You praise God; you make confession of sin; you pray for pardon and 
grace; but what does it all mean while the heart is in rebellion, im- 
penitent, disobedient, and unbelieving ? “ Unto the wicked God saith, 


What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldst take 
my covenant in thy mouth? seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest 
my words behind thee.” Oh! how dreadful to praise God, and make 
supplication before him, and then go away and reject his whole autho- 
rity, and his salvation! “These things hast thou done and I kept silence; 
thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself; but I 
will reprove thee and set them in order before thine eyes.” 

There is to be hereafter a general assembling of all holy beings : 
the general assembly of the church of the first born in heaven. 
They will worship and praise God, forever and ever. God shall 
dwell with them and be their God. The Lamb shall feed them 
and lead them unto living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes. We may each of us judge from the 
interest which we take in the worship of God here, whether we are 
likely ever to be admitted to that blessed assembly of worshipers in, 
the kingdom of God.’ 











